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CACAO  PRODUCTION  INCREASING 


IN  THE  CAMEROUN  l/ 


The  Cameroon  cacao  crop  for  1957-58  is  now  estimated  at  lUl.l  million 
pounds.    This  is  somewhat  higher  than  the  previous  estimate  of  135*0 
million  pounds,  but  the  higher  figure  seems  justified  by  the  fact 
that  130.9  million  pounds  of  the  current  crop  had  been  marketed  by 
March  1,  1958,  compared  with  116.8  million  pounds  as  of  the  same  date 
the  year  before.    Also,  trade  sources  indicate  that  because  of 
favorable  weather  the  outturn  is  larger  than  had  been  expected  earlier 
in  the  season. 


Production 

Cacao  is  the  most  important  export  crop  of  the  Cameroun,  and  is  grown 
almost  entirely  by  Africans.    It  is  produced  in  the  forest  belt  in  the 
southern  part  of  the  Cameroun,  principally  in  the  regions  of  Yaounde, 
Mkalmaya,  Ebolowa,  Sangmelima,  and  Mkanza.    The  main  harvesting  season 
starts  in  October  and  lasts  k  to  5  months. 


The  area  in  cacao  has  been  increasing  annually  and  in  1956  there  were 
about  U91,729  acres  of  cacao  plantations.    Cacao  production  is  encour- 
aged by  the  government  through  its  technical  assistance  organization. 
This  organization  advises  growers  on  methods  of  cultivation  to  improve 
quality.    Producers  receive  a  small  payment  from  the  government  at 
planting  time,  and  selected  seed  and  graftings  are  distributed  by 
government  research  stations. 

Production  of  liil.l  million  pounds,  now  estimated  for  ^1957-58,  would 
be  9  percent  above  1956-57  production  of  129*2  million  pounds,  and 
would  be  a  record  high.    Cacao  bean  production  during  the  past  6 
crop  years  is  as  follows: 


1/  French  Cameroons 


Year 


Production 


1952-  53  . 

1953-  51  . 
195U-55  . 

1955-  56  . 

1956-  57  . 

1957-  58  (Estimate) 


Pounds 

103,81*7,683 
125,221,280 
127,866,800 
123,1*57,600 
129,189,156 

ua,o9U,i*oo 


Cacao  butter:    Production  of  cacao  butter,  which  is  made  from  the 
unexpor table  grades  of  cacao,  is  increasing  steadily.    There  is  only 
one  cacao  butter  manufacturing  plant  in  the  Cameroun,  which  began 
operating  in  1953,  and  has  an  annual  production  capacity  of  6,000 
tons  of  butter.    The  yields  of  butter  from  the  beans  reportedly 
varies  between  1*0  and  U5  percent. 

With  the  present  favorable  prices  being  received  for  cocoa  and  the 
work  being  done  to  improve  quality  as  well  as  to  increase  the  quantity 
of  cacao  beans,  continued  increases  in  production  are  expected. 


Trade 


Exports  of  cocoa  beans  from  the  Cameroun  during  1957  amounted  to  117*9 
million  pounds.    This  was  16  percent  over  1956  exports  of  101. h  million 
pounds  and  U  percent  below  1955  exports  of  122.6  million  pounds. 

France  and  the  Netherlands  remained  the  chief  buyers  during  1957,  with 
the  Netherlands  taking  1*2.5  million  pounds,  and  France  38.1  million 
pounds.    Exports  to  the  United  States  were  16.1  million  pounds,  compared 
with  12.3  million  pounds  during  1956. 

CACAO;    Cameroun  exports  by  country  of  destination.  195U  to  1957 


Country 

!  i95u  : 

• 

;   1955  ; 

;    1956  ; 

!  1957 

:  1,000  i 
:    pounds  » 

•  « 

5  1,000  i 
'  pounds  ! 
i  25,132: 
f  1*6,297: 
i  23,H*8: 
i  9,700: 
*  7,937: 

:  3,307- 

!  1,000  : 
*  pounds  ' 
«  3U, 392: 
{  30,861*: 
!  12,31*6: 
i  9,1*80: 

'  l,$h3'. 
»  ?.??2J 

i  1,000 
'  pounds 
{  38,11*0 
{  1*2,51*9 
'  16,093 
:  6,6lU 

:  1*,189 
i  1.51*3 

•  4 

•  1 

i  122,576 

:  101,1*12: 

:  109,128 

N 
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In  October  1957,  the  Cameroun  adopted  grading  standards  to  conform  to 
the  "London  Contract"  specifications.    Exports  of  lower  qualities  of 
cacao  have  been  prohibited  and  stricter  control  measures  have  been 
taken.    The  "Societe  de  Prevoyance"  purchases  the  low-grade  cacao 
at  a  government -set  price  and  delivers  it  to  the  cacao  butter  plant. 

Cacao  for  export  must  grade  better  than  15  percent  defective  beans 
and  25  percent  "slated"  beans. 

The  government  is  encouraging  the  organization  of  "producers  and 
marketing  cooperatives"  in  an  effort  to  eliminate  middlemen  and  in- 
crease the  producers'  share  of  the  export  price. 


Cacao  butter?  Exports  of  cacao  butter  in  1957  amounted  to  6,172,000 
pounds,  compared  with  5,070,000  pounds  during  1956. 
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